Sebastian River Middle School
9400 CR 512
Sebastan, FL 32958
Main Phone: 77564-5111
(Answered 7:30 am 3:15 pm)
www.indianriverschool.org/srms

Administration
Todd Racine, Principal
Roxanne Decker, Asst. Principal
Bennie Shaw, Asst. Principal

Important Numbers
Guidance, 77564-5122
Attendance, 77564-5123

December Events

Thur., Dec. 4-Girls/Boys Basketball
Game vs Osceola Middle (A) 4:30 p.m.

Sat., Dec3— Boys Basketball Game
vs M.C.C. (A) 1:00 p.m.

Mon., Dec. 5—Girls/Boys Basketball
Game vs Gifford Middle (A) 4:30 p.m.
(Boys First)

Wed., Dec.7-- Girls/Boys Basketball
Game vs Yearling Middle (H) 4:30
p-m.

Wed., Dec. 7—Second night for
Family Pottery. (6:00 p.m.)

Thur., Dec. 8 - Winter Concert in Aud.
for 7th Grade Band. (7p. - 9p.)

Sat., Dec. 10 -Band Bowling Party @
Ercildoune Lanes 3:00 p. - 5:00 p.

Sat., Dec. 10 - EIK’s District/Regional
Basketball Free-throw championship

Sun., Dec. 11 - EIK’s District/Regional
Basketball Free-throw championship

Mon., Dec. 12 - SRMS School-wide
Writes

Mon., Dec. 12—Girls/Boys Basketball
Game vs Storm Grove Middle (A) 4:30
p-m.

Tue., Dec. 13 - Chorus Winter Concert
7 p.m.

Wed., Dec. 14—Girls/Boys Basketball
Game vs Osceola Middle (H) 4:30 p.m.

Thur., Dec. 15 - Winter Concert in
Aud. for 8t Grade Band. (7p. - 9p.)

Mon., Dec. 19—Girls/Boys Basketball
Game vs Oslo Middle (A) 4:30 p.m.

Tue., Dec. 20 - Cyber - Safety
Parent/Student Dinner @ SRMS
6:00p

Wed., Dec. 21—Girls Basketball
Game vs M.C.C. (A) TBD

Thur., Dec. 22 - Begins Winter Break
Happy Holidays
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Dear Parents,

The Substance Awareness Council of Indian River County and the School
District would like you to complete a short, 10 question parent survey. The
results will provide valuable information that will assist in developing
substance Please go to
www.indianriverschools.org , click on Parents/Students; it is the first item,
“Middle & High School Parent Survey”. Thank you for taking the time to
complete it.

abuse prevention forour community.

Seventh graders and parents, your SRMS family will be providing a Cyber
Safety presentation on Tuesday, December 20 at 6 p.m. in the cafeteria.
Seventh graders have been trained in Cyber Safety during their Life Skills
presentation. An invitation will go home with your 7™ grader to come and be
a part of the Cyber Safety presented by the Indian River County Sheriff’s
Office. During the evening your child will get information to help reduce
risks for on-line texting and on-line internet usage.

We are a Gold PBS School

SRMS PBS ROCKS

Thank you to the students, their families, the teachers and staff of SRMS for all
you do to make SRMS a happy and safe place to be.

Gold-Level Schools implement with the highest levels of fidelity, and have
developed systems of support at Tiers 1, 2 and 3. Gold-Level schools exceed
their peers in both the quality and depth of implementation across all three tiers
of support. Practices that are consistent with positive behavior support are
evident in decision making, and steps are taken to ensure PBS:RtIB systems
are supported. These schools “drill down” into their data to ensure that their
Tier 1 system is effective for all at the school. Positive outcomes for students
are evident at the Tier 1, Tier 2, and Tier 3 levels of behavior support. Gold-
level schools demonstrate visibility, political support, parent involvement, and
funding strategies are in place to ensure continued success with their
implementation efforts. Report all of the characteristics of Bronze- and Silver-
Level schools, implement with the highest levels of fidelity, and have developed
systems of support at Tiers 2 and 3. Gold-Level schools exceed their peers in
both the quality and depth of implementation across all three tiers of support.
Practices that are consistent with positive behavior support are evident in
decision making, and steps are taken to ensure PBS:RtIB systems are
supported. Positive outcomes for students are evident at the Tier 1, Tier 2, and
Tier 3 levels of behavior support.

National Junior Honor Society would like to send out a huge THANK YOU to all
of the parents and teachers that volunteered at the Halloween Dance & the

Fall Book Fair. These events would not have been as successful as they were
without our wonderful volunteers.

On November 17, 2011, students, faculty and staff at SRMS recognized the
first ever World Prematurity Day. Over $250 was raised to help fund research.
Students were given a purple necklace as a gift for their donation to help raise
awareness. This was the second in-school event this year and SRMS is proud to
be a part of such a wonderful cause.


http://www.indianriverschools.org/
http://www.indianriverschool.org/srms

Saturday Success Program

Beginning in January, Sebastian River Middle School will be offering select students an opportunity to
participate in our Saturday Success Program. This program is funded by SAC and will be held on
Saturday mornings from 9 — 11am in the Media Center. The purpose of this incredible program is to
help students be more successful in Mathematics. If your child is selected, you will receive a letter in
January with more information. We are very excited about beginning this program and we hope you
will be too!

“Bringing families together one step at a time”

Library News

The Media Center is open to serve students every morning at 7:35 a.m.
The Media Center would like to announce:

‘Top 10 AR Cowboys and Cowgirls’ as of November 10th

Name Points
PEYTON ROUX 453.9
ROLAND CRAWFORD 313.2
DANNY BURGESS JR 275.6
COURTNI FERGUSON 254.7
MARIAN VU 226.9
ANTHONY MUSTO 223.8
ADELIN OSORTO RIVAS 2104
TAMICHA LAVEUCE 205.20
KENNETH VERDERBER 198.2
LOUIS MESSINA 193.9

National Junior Honor Society:
Congratulations to this year’s Sebastian River Middle School NJHS Executive Board.

President: Marina Martinelli
Vice President: Lauren Lanctot
Secretary: Brooke Moss
Treasurer: Jonathan Elliott

Fri., Dec. 9 -SRMS Spelling Bee

Athletics:

SRMS would like to introduce to you our coaches for our Winter Sports.

Girls’ Basketball.............. Mr. McCarthy
Boys’ Basketball.............. Mr. Arce
Cheerleaders.................... Ms. T. Phillips
PBS:

Special Thanks,

Donations for our SRMS Food Pantry/Backpack Buddies:
e Cross Fit of Vero Beach
e Roseanne Moler

Donations for our SRMS Gift Depot:
e Kidz Closet Charities



Arts & Crafts

Family Pottery Night
Please join Ms. Bech (564  -5129) in the cafeteria for the second night of Pottery
Night . Participants need to come in to the art room at 6:00 PM to glaze their

creations.

Who: All Sebastian River Middle School staff, students and family
What: Family Pottery Night
Wednesday, December 7, 6:0087:30 pm
Where: Sebastian River Middle School Cafeteria
Pick up finished projects from the Art room after
Monday December 12",
Se t-up at 5:300n Wednesday, December ¥

Clean up on Wednesday, December ¥

SRMS art students will have their work on display at the Sebastian Library for
the month of December. Funds for the art materials were provided by a grant
from the Sebastian Riverfront Fine Art & Music Festival, Inc.

Attendance

When calling your child out sick, it is imperative that you have his/her ID#. You will need this information in order
for the attendance line to pick up your child’s absence. If you do not know your child’s ID#, feel free to call the
school (564-5111) and someone will be happy to provide you with that information. The attendance line is open
24 hours /7 days per week.

PTSA Membership

Membership is only $5! This is an extremely important group that supports your students in teachers by providing
support and materials to improve the educational experience of every child at SRMS.

School Advisory Council (SAC)
The 2011-2012 SAC team is seeking to add people to its membership. Members meet monthly at SRMS to address

school related issues and provide guidance to the administration.

CARTRIDGE RECYCLING

We collect any and all old cartridges (from printers, copy machines, etc.) Feel free to send them to school with

your student or drop them off with Ms. Scott in the main office. If you work for a business that generates old
cartridges, bring those in as well. We appreciate your support.

School Hours

School hours are from 8:00 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. If you drive your child to school please arrive before 8:00 a.m. and
pick up your child no later than 3:00 p.m. Adult supervision on campus begins at 7:35 am until 3:00 p.m. First
period begins promptly at 8:00 a.m. Parent drop off and pick up is in the front of the school in the circle driveway.




Why Read?

In 2007, the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) published findings that revealed some frightening
statistics:

e Americans were spending less time reading.
¢ Reading comprehension skills were eroding.
e The declines were likely to have serious diw, social, cultural and economic implications.

As Americans, especially younger Americans, read less, they read less well. Because they read less well, they
have lower levels of academic achievement. Nearly orlird of American teenagers who drop out ofschool
are deeply connected to declining literacy and reading comprehension. With lower levels of reading and
writing ability, people do less well in the job market. Poor reading skills correlate heavily with lack of
employment, lower wages, and fewer opmrtunities for advancement. Significantly worse reading skills are
found among prisoners than in the general adult population. And deficient readers are less likely to become
active in civic and cultural life, most notably in volunteerism and voting. Accding to the National Adult
Literacy Survey of 1993early half of America's adults are poor readers. They can't carry out simply tasks
like balancing check books, reading drug labels or writing essays for a job. The data here demonstrate that
reading is an irreplaceable activity in developing productive and active adults as well as healthy
communities.

It has also been documented that U.S. students spend precious little time reading boaksnly 8 minutes per
day, on the average, peaking at about"5grade and dropping to about 3 minutes per day in high school. It
goes without saying that this amount of reading time is not sufficient, and that we must all do a better job
promoting reading to students. The differences in outof-school reading are extreme. Citdren in the 90th
percentile read as much in two days as children in the 10th percentile read in an entire year. Even when
reading does occur at home, it competes with other media, and multitasking suggests less focused
engagement with a text.

Z X1 bddie 48d high school students use other media while reading.
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skills but also have a serious lifelong hunger for readinddumerous studies by independent researchers

and that the performance gap between highachieving and lowachieving students is substantially reduced.

As we consider ways to improve school outcomes, encouraging students to read more hasrise as a top
priority. No other measure can pay such large dividends at such a modest cost. At SRMS, all students are
enrolled in the Accelerated Reader program. Every student is required to participate through either their
reading or language arts cisses. Our goal is to have 85% of our students passing their AR tests with 80%
accuracy. You can help students reach that goal by providing a time and place to read every night for at least
30 minutes, checking their reading log if applicable, read thedok with your child by taking turns reading
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Sincerely,

Todd Racine, Principal

Estimados Padres,


http://www.indianriverschools.org/

¢ Por qué leer?

En el 2007 La Fundacion Nacional de Artes (NEA) publicé unos resultados que revelan estatisticas muy
alarmantes:
e Los americanos estaban pasando menos tiempo leyendo.
e Las destrezas de comprension de la lectura se estan perdiendo.
e El descenso posiblemente va a tener implicaciones civicas, sociales y econdémicas
muy serias.
Mientras los americanos, especialmente los jovenes lean menos, ellos leen peor. Porque leen peor,
tienen bajos niveles de progreso académicos. Aproximadamente una tercera parte de los jovenes que
abandonaron sus estudios resultaron por el descenso de alfabetismo y comprension de lectura. Las
personas que tienen niveles bajos en la habilidad de leer y comprender la lectura no se desempefian
bien en los trabajos. Habilidades pobres de lectura estan en relacion reciproca con falta de empleo,
salarios bajos,y menos oportunidades para avanzar. Las peores destrezas de lecturas se encuentran
mas en los prisioneros que en la poblacién adulta general. Los lectores deficientes generalmente no se
envuelven en eventos civicos, ni culturales especiamente de voluntaries o votando en las elecciones.
Una encuesta hecha por la Asociacion Nacional de Alfabetismo de Adultos en el 1993 encontré que
casi la mitad de los adultos en los Estados Unidos no pueden leer bien. No pueden hacer deberes
simples como balancear el libro de cheques, leer las etiquetas en las medicinas ni escribir ensayos para
una solicitud de empleo. Esta data revela que la lectura es una actividad insustituible en el desarrollo
de adultos productivos asi como comunidades saludables.

También se ha documentado que los estudiantes en los EU pasan poco tiempo leyendo libros- solo 8
minutos por dia, como promedio, con el mas tiempo ocurriendo en el 5to grado y solo 3 minutos en la
escuela superior. Es claro que este tiempo no es suficiente y todos debemos hacer un mejor trabajo
promoviendo la lectura a los estudiantes. Las diferencias de lectura fuera de la escuela son extremas,
Los estudiantes que estan en el percentil de 90 leen tanto en dos dias como los estudiantes en el
percentil 10 leen en un afio. Aln cuando la lectura ocurre en la casa compite con otros medios de
comunicacion, y cuando se hacen tareas multiples hay menos enfoque en la lectura.

e 58% de los estudiantes de la escuela intermedia y superior usan otros medios de
comunicacion mientras leen.

e Los estudiantes reportan que ellos usan los medios de comunicacion durante su tiempo de
lectura semanal.

e 20% del tiempo de su lectura lo comparten con la television, jugando videojuegos en la
computadora, escribiendo correos electrénicos, mensajes instantdneos o buscando
informacion en la red.

Comprendiendo por qué la lectura es importante es necesario para desarrollar lectores exitosos que no
solo tienen destrezas pero también tienen un deseo de leer de por vida. Muchos estudios hechos por
investigadores independientes, demuestran que la habilidad de leer de los estudiantes se mejora con el
uso del Programa de Lectura Accelerada y las buenas practicas, y que la brecha entre los estudiantes
gue tienen altos logros y los que tienen bajos logros es reducida considerablemente. Al considerar las
formas de mejorar los resultados de la escuela y animar a los estudiantes a que lean mas tiene que ser
una prioridad principal. No hay otra medida que pueda pagar mejores dividendos al precio reducido. En
SRMS todos los estudiantes estan matriculados en el programa de Lectura Accelerada. Cada
estudiante tiene que participar a través de las clases de lectura o de inglés. Nuestra meta es que el 85
% de nuestros estudiantes pasen los examenes del AR con una precision de 80%. — Ustedes pueden
ayudar a sus hijos a alcanzar esta meta proveyendo el tiempo y el lugar donde leer todas las noches por
lo menos 30 minutos, cotejando el registro de lectura, leyendo con su hijo (a) tomando turnos leyendo en
altavoz, estableciendo un sistema de recompensas por los logros de sus hijos, jugando juegos como los
de palabras con sentidos multiples, comprando subscripciones a revistas para su cumpleafos/dias de
fiestas especiales y cotejando los resultados de sus hijos en la computadora en
www.indianriverschools.org y hagan clic en Renaissance Home Connect para conectarse con la
cuenta del internet de su hijo(a).

Sinceramente,

Todd Racine
Director de la Escuela Intermedia de Sebastian River


http://www.indianriverschools.org/

